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EDITORIAL 

What  does  it  mean  to  you  to  be  a 
Latter-Day  Saint? 

TN  a  world  where  most  people  accept  their  own  viewpoint  or  that  of 
-*-  their  minister  for  truth  concerning  religion,  what  one  accepts  as 
truth  may  not  be  so.  What  is  really  important  is,  how  nearly  does  our 
viewpoint  coincide  with  the  viewpoint  of  God. 

I  cannot  forget  that  when  the  Saviour  was  among  men  during  his 
earthly  ministry,  many  of  those  he  taught  stressed  their  belief  in  God  and 
pointed  to  God's  prophets  as  their  forefathers.  Yet  with  their  belief,  they 
were  following  commandments  of  men  and  not  commandments  of  God. 
The  message  of  the  Restored  Church  is  that  today  most  of  mankind  are 
following  the  commandments  and  teachings  of  men  who  "draw  near  unto 
Me  with  their  lips,  but  their  hearts  are  far  from  Me". 

Our  appeal  to  our  fellow-men,  wherever  they  live,  and  whatever  they 
believe,  is  to  consider  well  the  life  of  the  Saviour.  Consider  well  his  teach- 
ings. If  a  person  belongs  to  a  Church  that  is  teaching  things  contrary  to 
the  teachings  of  the  Saviour,  if  that  Church  has  eliminated  from  its 
teachings  those  things  which  Christ  taught,  if  it  has  changed  the  ordinances 
of  salvation,  if  it  does  not  literally  accept  the  Saviour  as  the  Son  of  God, 
then  we  ask  our  fellow-men  to  compare  their  church  to  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  one  he  organized  nearly  2,000  years  ago.  When  they  find 
that  the  Church  of  the  "Latter-day  Saints"  conforms  in  every  respect  with 
the  Church  established  by  the  Master,  they  should  give  credence  to  its 
claim  that  the  Master  himself  restored  these  truths  to  the  earth  which  had 
for  so  many  centuries  been  lost  to  the  religions  of  the  world. 

This  religion  answers  the  questions  of  life  which  have  been  asked  over 
and  over  since  man  was  placed  upon  the  earth.  No  longer  need  we  wonder 
who  we  are,  why  we  are  here,  and  where  we  will  live  when  this  earth  life 
has  ended.  God  has  made  the  answers  to  these  questions  clear  through  his 
revelations  to  his  people  of  the  present  day. 

Our  people  know  more  clearly  than  any  other  that  God  lives  and 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ. 

We  have  been  given,  the  true  goal  of  living.  We  know  it  is  not  the 
accumulation  of  wealth,  of  power,  of  recognition  for  our  talents  and 
abilities.  The  "Mormon"  Church  stresses  the  importance  of  learning  all 
we  can,  with  the  knowledge  that  whatever  degree  of  intelligence  to  which 
we  attain  in  this  life  will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrection.  It  gives  to  us 
the  concept  that  we  are  our  brother's  keeper,  that  one  of  our  greatest 
responsibilities  is  to  be  in  the  service  of  our  fellow-men.  One  who  has 
this  concept  has  less  room  for  his  own  selfish  desires. 

We  have  been  given  the  knowledge  that  each  of  us  is  accountable  for 
our  own  acts.  We  cannot  excuse  ourselves  for  the  wrong  we  do,  and  we 
cannot  hold  others  responsible  for  our  mistakes.  We  each  carve  out  of 
life  what  we  will  be  and  to  what  heights  we  will  attain  in  the  hereafter 
Each  of  us  has  been  given  a  set  of  tools  with  which  we  are  to  do  our 
Father's  work.  Repentance  is  provided  for  us  so  we  can  recognize  our 
mistakes  in  the  future. 

If  we  live  faithful  to  the  best  truths  we  know,  we  will  obtain  the 
personal  assurance  that  God  has  restored  His  Kingdom  in  these  last  days, 
that  he  wants  and  expects  each  of  us  to  be  a  member  of  it  and  in  it 
serve  Him  and  our  fellow-men. 

To  be  a  "Latter-day  Saint"  means  that  we  have  learned  that  Christ 
has  once  again  appeared  to  men  on  earth.  He  has  warned  us  that  his 
Second  Coming  is  near  at  hand.  We  must  each  put  our  house  in,  order, 
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more  carefully  keep  his  commandments,  and  in  turn  warn  our  brothers 
and  sisters,  all  of  mankind,  that  peoples  and  churches  have  departed  from 
his  teachings  and  must  now  repent  and  obtain  membership  in  his  Church 
before  the  "Great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord"  takes  place. 

We  know  that  we  must  keep  all  of  God's  commandments.  A  dear 
friend  of  mine  used  to  say,  "Every  man  has  his  loose  leaf  Bible.  When  he 
finds  something  in  the  Bible  which  doesn't  agree  with  his  philosophy,  ne 
takes  out  that  page  from  the  bible,  and  disregards  the  teaching."  We 
know  that  those  who  best  and  most  completely  keep  the  commandments 
will   be  happiest  here  and  hereafter. 

Saints  of  today  recognize  that  the  Priesthood  of  the  "Mormon" 
Church  is  the  only  power  on  earth  through  which  the  saving  principles  of 
the  Gospel  can  be  administered.  Some  of  these  principles  are  baptism  by 
immersion,  (the  only  true  baptism),  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  sealing 
of  parents  to  children  and  husbands  to  wives  for  time  and  all  eternity.  No 
other  power  on  earth,  and  no  other  Church  has  the  power  to  bind  on 
earth  and  in  Heaven  and  to  loose  on  earth  and  in  Heaven. 

They  also  recognize  that  ministers  of  other  churches  and  members  of 
other  churches  on  earth  will  be  blessed  for  whatever  good  they  do.  How- 
ever, these  ministers  lack  the  authority  to  perform  ordinances  which 
will  be  effective  in  God's  sight  and  recognized  by  him.  They  can  perform 
earthly  ordinances  in  man-made  religions,  but  not  ordinances  in  the  name 
of  the  Saviour. 

What  can  our  Church  offer  those  who  are  not  members  of  it?  It 
offers  a  better  way  of  life,  a  plan  of  living  which  God  himself  has  ordained 
for  us.  It  offers  the  opportunity  for  our  children  to  grow  in  true  know- 
ledge of  God  and  His  teachings.  It  offers  the  same  "living  water"  and 
the  same  "bread  of  life"  which  Jesus  offered  those  who  would  believe  on 
him  and  his  teachings  and  show  they  believed  by  keeping  his  command- 
ments. 

It  offers  membership  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  This  is  attain- 
able through  obedience  to  his  teachings  of  faith,  repentance,  baptism  by 
immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  the  laying  on,  of  hands  for  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  These  are  but  initiatory  steps  to  his  Kingdom. 

We  are  given  the  knowledge  of  what  God  expects  us  to  do.  We  are  to 
live  upright  and  exemplary  lives.  We  know  that  next  to  murder  and 
sinning  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  next  greatest  sin  is  that  of  adultery. 
Those  who  commit  the  first  two  sins  cannot  be  forgiven,  but  those  who 
commit  adultery  can  be  forgiven,  but  only  through  completely  forsaking 
this  sin  and  truly  repenting.  We  should  guard  against  adultery  and  fornica- 
tion as  we  guard  against  murder  itself. 

To  be  a  "Latter-day  Saint"  gives  us  knowledge  of  health  laws,  to 
keep  us  in  condition  to  better  serve  our  Heavenly  Father  and  our 
fellowmen.  To  provide  for  the  needs  of  our  families  and  ourselves.  These 
health  laws  further  give  us  a  temple  in  which  our  spirits  may  dwell  and 
achieve  what  we  could  not  without  the  blessing  of  good  health. 

We  are  given  peace  of  mind,  a  knowledge  that  whatever  Church 
assignment  we  have  is  the  greatest  work  we  have,  next  to  provide  for 
and  leading  our  families  so  they  will  serve  their  Heavenly  Father  here 
and  hereafter. 

We  are  also  given,  the  true  purpose  of  wealth,  to  help  in  building  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  The  Lord  has  re-emphasized  in  our  day  that  he  expects 
us  to  contribute  generously  of  our  earnings,  as  well  as  of  our  time  and 
talents,  even  as  the  principle  of  tithes  and  fast  offerings  have  always  been 
a  principle  of  the  true  Church.  Those  of  us  who  understand  this  law 
would  not  be  without  it  in,  our  lives,  for  we  can  ill  afford  to  be  without 
the  blessings  faithful  observance  of  the  law  of  tithing  gives  to  those  who 
adhere  to  this  practice. 
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Faithful  members  of  the  Church  are  aware  of  the  blessing  that  in 
case  of  serious  illness  or  injury  the  Priesthood  of  God  can  pronounce  a 
blessing  of  healing  upon  them  which  God  will  recognize  and  honour. 

They  also  know  that  if  they  are  true  to  their  knowledge  they  will 
receive  and  recognize  the  inspiration  which  God  directs  their  way,  for 
the  benefit  of  themselves  and  their  families,  and  for  the  better  performance 
of  whatever  work  they  have  to  do.  They  recognize  that  when  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  further  knowledge  or  light  or  instruction  to  give  to  his  children 
that  this  revelation  will  come,  as  it  has  always  come  in  times  past, 
through  the  mouthpiece  of  God  on  earth,  his  holy  prophet,  one  of  whom 
he  has  today  appointed  to  lead  his  Church. 

What  other  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  are  so  blessed  as  are 
the  "Latter-day  Saints"?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  faithful  members  I 
know  and  have  known  are  not  without  the  blessings  and  opportunities  of 
life.  When  we  follow  principles  of  truth  ;  nd  righteousness,  we  are  blessed 
in  the  management  of  our  affairs  so  we  und  our  loved  ones  need  not  be 
in  want  of  anything. 

When  we  accept  the  Lord  at  his  word  and  contribute  of  our  time  and 
means  to  the  upbuilding  of  his  Kingdom,  he  truly  opens  the  windows  of 
heaven  and  pours  us  out  so  many  blessings  that  we  hardly  have  room  to 
receive  them. 

I  have  never  known  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  to  be  without 
the  necessities  of  life.  I  have  never  known  one  who  was  without  friends. 
Many  of  the  great  bishops  of  the  Church  who  were  bishops  during  the 
great  depression  of  the  thirties,  have  testified  that  during  all  their  ex- 
periences they  had  never  seen  a  faithful  tithe  payer  and  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Church  without  those  things  necessary  to  sustain  life. 

Finally,  the  Gospel  means  to  us  that  God  loves  us,  that  he  accepts  us 
as  His  sons  and  daughters.  We  know  that  if  we  truly  repent  of  our  sins 
that  one  day  we  will  be  blessed  to  meet  him  and  dwell  with  him,  as  was 
the  privilege  each  of  us  had  before  being  born  into  this  life. 

We  must  serve  him  well,  for  the  scriptures  tell  us  that  if  we  receive 
a  commandment  with  doubt  and  fulfill  it  with  slothfulness,  we  shall  be 
condemned,  rather  than  blessed.  Each  of  us  who  belongs  to  the  Church 
has  membership  in  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Where  much  is  given,  much  is 
expected.  May  our  Heavenly  Father  bless  us  to  be  faithful  stewards  and 
servants. 

Sincerely   your   fellow   servants, 
President  and  Sister  Howard  C.  Badger 


NOTICE 


WILL  all  auxiliary  and  priesthood  organizations,  etc.,  which  are  to 
complete  part  of  the  correlated  monthly  report,  kindly  forward  your 
complete  report  immediately  to  your  branch  officers  so  we  will  not  be 
further  delayed  in  getting  these  reports  to  Church  Headquarters? 

All  branch  organizations  are  to  have  their  reports  to  the  district  by 
the  tenth  of  each  month.  Districts  are  to  forward  the  reports  to  the  Mission 
by  the  twentieth  of  each  month.  Branches  out  of  districts  are  to  forward 
their  reports  to  the  Mission  Office  to  arrive  not  later  than  the  tenth  of 
each  month,  for  the  preceding  month. 

Sincerely, 

Howard  C.  Badger, 

Mission  President. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION  NEWS 

Arrival  of  New  Branch  President 

"T  DON'T  want  to  go  to  the  Moon,  just 
■M-  give  me  the  World,"  I  have  often  said 
to  my  husband,  little  did  I  ever  dream  that 
we  would  someday  be  in  South  Africa  in 
person. 

What  a  wonderful  surprise  we  had  on 
our  first  introduction  to  this  country.  It  is 
like  Hawaii,  California  (without  smog),  and 
Utah  all  rolled  into  one. 

It  was  a  great  privilege  to  spend  a  week 

Elder  and  Sister  Frederick  O,  Watts.  at    the    Mission    Home    in    Salt    Lake    City, 

NeW  leaders   ,„   Bulawayo.  being    tutofed    fey    ^   ^^    sefvants     The 

Apostles  and  other  authorities  who  taught 
us  are  truly  great.  After  the  messages  of  inspiration  they  gave  us,  we  felt 
we  could  hardly  wait  to  go  out  and  tell  the  World  about  our  religion.  Now 
we  are  here  in  this  wonderful  country  we  know  we  need  the  Lord  to  take 
us  by  the  hand  before  we  can  take  the  first  steps. 

Doctrine  and  Convenants  4:3,  "Therefore  if  ye  have  a  desire  to  serve 
God  ye  are  called  to  work."  We  know  that  work  is  the  key  to  happiness. 
Work  brings  men  to  life;  sets  him  in  motion. 

G.  B.  Shaw  said,  "I  want  to  be  thoroughly  used  up  when  I  die,  for 
the  harder  I  work  the  more  I  live."  We  know  that  the  harder  we  work  in 
serving  our  Father,  the  greater  our  happiness  will  be  in  this  life  as  well  as 
our  life  hereafter. 

We  love  President  and  Sister  Badger.  They  have  been  so  kind  and 
considerate  while  we  have  been  in  the  Mission  Home.  How  very  fortunate 
we  all  should  feel,  missionaries  and  Saints  alike,  in  having  them  to  guide 
and  direct  us.  We  believe  that  the  reason  our  church  is  great  is  because  we 
have  such  good  and  dedicated  people  who  give  so  much  of  themselves. 
Emmerson  said  it  well  when  he  said,  "Rings  and  jewels  are  not  gifts  but 
apologies  for  gifts,  the  only  gift  is  a  gift  of  thyself." 

Whenever  we  mentioned  to  anyone  who  had  been  to  South  Africa,  that 
we  had  been  called  to  serve  a  mission  here,  they  said,  "the  people  in 
South  Africa  are  the  most  wonderful  people  in  the  World.  You  will  love 
them  as  we  have  loved  them."  We  have  certainly  found  this  to  be  true. 

We  have  three  sons  in  Utah  and  thirteen,  grandchildren.  Our  oldest 
son  has  taken  over  our  business  while  we  are  away.  Our  second  son  is  a 
Captain  in  the  U.S.  Air  Corp.  Our  third  son  just  recently  completed  a 
mission  in  the  Gulf  States.  He  is  now  married.  In  January  1968  he  begins 
two  years  service  in  the  U.S.  Navy. 

Our  home  is  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  and  we  belong  to  the  Colonial 
Hills  Ward.  Our  Bishop,  O.  Claron  Alldredge,  was  a  former  missionary 
in  South  Africa. 

We  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless  us  with  health,  knowledge  and  wis- 
dom as  well  his  spirit  to  be  with  us  so  that  we  can  measure  up  to  our 
responsibilities  and  be  a  credit  to  our  Father  in  Heaven,  our  Church  and 
to   these  wonderful   people. 

Elder  and  Sister  Frederick  O.  Watts 

Editors  note :  Elder  and  Sister  Watts  have  been  called  to  serve  for  two 
and  one  half  years  in  the  South  African  Mission.  Elder  Watts  will 
be  presiding  as  the  Branch  President  of  the  Bulawayo  Branch  while 
here. 
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COVER  FEATURE 

Opportunities  Unlimited 

THE  year  1968.  A  year  with  366  days  to  prove  ourselves  while  on  the 
earth.  A  year  with  8,784  hours  to  work  on  our  salvation.  A  year 
with  527,040  minutes  to  strive  for  perfection.  A  year  with  31,622,400 
seconds  to  develop  good  habits  for  the  following  years. 

This  is  a  way  of  measuring  time  and  with  this  being  the  new  year, 
with  resolutions  and  time  ahead  to  do  better  than  last  year,  we  have 
opportunities  unlimited.  Time  is  something  no-one  can  stop,  speed  up  or 
hold  it  in  place.  Everyone  has  the  same  amount  of  time  but  how  we  use 
this  time  is  something  which  differs  as  greatly  as  night  and  day. 

We  in  the  Gospel  have  the  same  amount  of  time  as  those  outside 
the  Church  but  we  also  have  such  a  great  deal  more  to  work  with  being  in 
the  Church.  We  have  the  principles  that  have  been  in  the  Church  since 
Christ  was  upon  the  earth,  Love,  Faith,  Repentance  and  many  of  the  other 
eternal  commandments.  We  have  revelations  from  our  modern  Prophets, 
Word  of  Wisdom,  Tithing  and  Home  Teaching,  that  have  not  been 
followed  as  closely  as  could  have  been  during  1967.  What  do  we  have 
ahead,  time,  and  how  well  we  obey  the  commandments  is  completely  up  to 
us. 

I'm  sure  that  during  1968  we  will  be  receiving  new  helps  from  our 
leaders  in  Salt  Lake  and  from  our  Mission  President.  The  District  President 
as  well  as  the  Branch  President  have  new  ideas  and  programmes  to  try  but 
we  as  members  will  have  to  be  ready  and  willing  to  follow  and  support 
their  new  programmes. 

Doors  are  opened  to  us  everyday  as  members  of  the  Church,  we  speak 
to  our  butcher,  the  lady  at  the  cleaners,  or  even  our  relatives.  The  way 
is  open  if  we  want  to  take  the  time,  we  have  366  days  to  do  so,  we  have 
the  Gospel,  so  why  hide  it. 

The  story  is  told  by  President  Badger  about  a  man  who  had  a  golden 
opportunity.  "The  famous  painter  was  selected  to  do  a  frisco  for  the 
front  wall  of  the  beautiful  new  chappel.  He  was  to  have  the  finest  of 
everything,  paint,  brushes,  the  best  plaster  —  nothing  was  spared  to  make 
the  frisco  the  best  one  ever  painted.  It  was  to  depict  the  life  of  Christ.  He 
found  all  the  other  needed  characters  to  sit  as  models  for  the  frisco,  but 
he  still  lacked  the  Christ  Child.  After  a  long  search  he  found  a  small  child 
that  he  could  use  as  a  model.  The  painting  was  nearly  finished,  but  it  still 
needed  the  second  most  important  figure,  Judas  Iscariot.  This  model  had  to 
be  a  very  special  type  of  person,  one  that  had  life's  story  written  on  his 
face.  This  proved  to  be  a  very  hard  task.  One  morning  on  his  way  to 
the  chapel,  he  found  his  model  sitting  in  the  street.  He  took  him  along 
to  the  chapel  and  there  he  sat  as  a  model  for  a  man  who  had  betrayed 
the  Saviour.  When  they  were  nearly  finished  the  artist  noticed  that  his 
model  was  crying.  He  asked  him  why  a  grown  man  was  carrying  on  in  such 
a  manner.  The  model  turned  to  him  and  told  him  that  he  was  the  same 
model  he  had  used  when  painting  the  Christ  Child  years  earlier." 

This  man  had  an  opportunity  to  do  something  in  life,  he  would  have 
been  able  to  accomplish  some  good  but  he  turned  to  the  ways  of  the  world 
and  this  robbed  him  of  many  blessings  he  could  have  otherwise  enjoyed. 
In  his  youth  this  model  was  chosen  to  sit  as  a  model  for  the  Lord  but 
through  carelessness  he  had  fallen  to  a  lowly  state. 

Take  a  great  man  like  Thomas  Edison  for  example.  He  invented  the 
electric  light  but  before  doing  so  he  no  doubt  had  many  failures.  The 
successes  he  had  did  not  just  happen  to  fall  into  his  hands.  He  worked 
and  experimented  with  several  different  types  of  material  before  he  found 
one  that  would  work  for  his  light  globe  element.  It  has  been  said  that  he 
tried  over  2,000  different  elements  before  he  found  one  that  worked.  He 
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had  plenty  of  reasons  not  to  carry  on,  but  every  experimental  part  that  did 
not  work,  he  cast  it  aside  and  went  on  to  work  with  something  better. 

This  is  a  great  deal  like  the  New  Year  —  we  have  tried  things  during 
1967.  Perhaps  they  worked  but  no  doubt  some  did  not  so  let  us  follow 
Thomas  Edison's  example.  If  we  keep  finding  things  that  do  not  work,  let 
us  change  during  1968,  and  find  successful  paths.  Work  on  a  different 
system  and  by  doing  so  we  will  find  success  in  our  new  methods. 

During  1967  many  people  made  New  Year's  resolutions.  By  February 
many  of  them  were  as  though  they  never  existed.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  how  many  of  our  resolutions  will  have  gone  by  the  wayside?  By 
having  resolutions  we  are  able  to  start  anew  with  a  clean  slate  and  work 
to  keep  it  clean.  Once  we  form  better  habits  and  live  them  for  a  week  or 
two  then  we  will  not  have  to  worry  about  the  other  50  or  51  weeks.  We 
have  accomplished  or  lived  up  to  our  resolutions.  Perhaps  we  have  made  a 
resolution  to  improve  our  attitude  towards  certain  people,  improve  our 
language,  or  improve  our  actions  when  we  are  in  public.  These  are  the 
kind  of  things  people  notice  so  quickly.  It  is  at  this  time  when  we  have  the 
opportunity  to  explain  to  people  we  associate  with  that  the  Gospel  helps 
us  improve,  but  we  must  first  prove  this  to  them. 

There  is  a  poem  that  illustrates  how  important  time  is  and  why  we 
must  take  every  opportunity  to  share  the  Gospel: 

LIFE'S  LESSON 

Learn  to   make  the  most  of  life 

Lose   no   happy    day 
Time  can   never   bring  thee   back 

Chances   swept   away. 
Leave  no  tender  word  unsaid, 

Love  while  life  shall  last, 
The  mill  will  never  turn  again 

With  water  that  has  past. 

Anonymous 

We  have  auxiliaries  in  the  Church,  Relief  Society,  MIA,  Sunday 
School,  which  give  us  opportunities  to  grow  and  make  better  men  and 
women  out  of  ourselves.  The  Family  Home  Evening  Programme  —  are 
we  using  it  to  weld  a  strong  family  unit?  The  Open  House  programme 
was  given  to  us  by  an  Apostle,  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen.  Perhaps  during 
1967  we  did  not  feel  it  necessary  or  convenient  to  invite  our  friends  and 
relatives  to  this  meeting.  We  have  at  least  12  Open  Houses  to  look  forward 
to  in  1968.  Are  we  going  to  make  a  resolution  to  follow  the  command- 
ments of  an  Apostle? 

All  this  time  ahead!  but  don't  forget  how  fast  1967  slipped  by  when 
we  thought  the  same  thing.  We  have  unlimited  opportunities  to  push  the 
work  ahead.  We  may  think  that  we  waste  those  five  or  ten  minutes  every- 
day when  we  sit  and  do  nothing,  that  they  will  not  make  any  difference  in 
what  we  accomplish  during  1968  because  there  is  plenty  of  time  left.  It  is 
those  few  minutes  a  day  that  can  be  put  to  such  wise  use  in  studying  or 
speaking  to  someone  about  the  Church. 

When  Elder  Petersen  spoke  to  the  missionaries  in  the  Transvaal 
meeting,  he  told  us  outright  that  we  could  have  50  baptisms  per  month, 
600  in  a  year  in  1968.  If  he  said  it  can  be  done  who  are  we  to  say  it 
cannot  be  done  or  who  are  we  to  hold  back  the  programme? 

In  order  to  do  what  Elder  Petersen  said  we  are  going  to  have  to 
take  every  opportunity  and  make  the  best  of  it.  We  do  not  want  to  be  like 
the  model  in  the  story  and  have  to  look  back  on  lost  opportunities.  We 
want  to  take  every  opportunity  we  have  and  turn  it  into  an  accomplish- 
ment. We  have  the  opportunity  to  look  back  every  year  and  make  sure 
we  are  improving  so  when  we  come  to  the  end  of  our  life  here  on  earth, 
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we  can  do  so  happily  and  say  we  have  made  the  most  of  every  opportunity 
given  to  us. 

1968;  366  days,  8.784  hours,  527,040  minutes,  31,622,400  seconds. 
What  are  we  going  to  do  with  this  precious  time? 

D.J.B. 

CUMORAH'S  MESSAGE  OF  YOUTH 

Resolutions — 
Why? 

by  Jeanette  Bean  of  the  Salisbury  Branch 

PEOPLE  make  different  kinds  of  resolutions  when  the  New  Year 
begins.  For  Latter-day  Saints  it  would  be  an  excellent  way  of  elimina- 
ting weaknesses  and  faults  which  would  eventually  keep  us  from  obtaining 
perfection  and  thus  the  Celestial  Kingdom.  If  a  person  eliminated  one  or 
two  faults  or  bad  habits  every  year  of  his  life  just  think  how  much 
sooner  they  would  reach  perfection  and  how  happy  and  joyous  it  would 
make  our  Heavenly  Father. 

By  making  a  New  Year  Resolution,  one  is  fulfilling  the  wonderful 
principle  of  repentance.  One  may  ask  how  I  came  to  this  conclusion.  Well, 
it  is  obvious,  because  to  make  a  New  Year  Resolution  one  realizes  a 
weakness  and  must  be  sorry  for  it,  and  have  a  desire  to  overcome  that 
weakness.  Then  one  must  be  determined  to  overcome  that  weakness 
during  the  coming  year. 

But  how  many  of  us  remember  that  Resolution  when  it  comes  to 
the  month  of  March  or  maybe  June  and  if  we  are  really  diligent  perhaps 
in  September?  Then  we  may  ask  how  we  can  be  diligent  in  keeping  our 
resolutions  through  the  year  and  thence  the  rest  of  our  lives?  It  is  the 
same  when  we  apply  the  principle  of  repentence.  One  must  have  an 
earnest  desire  to  rectify  the  weakness  and  then  comes  constant  prayer 
and  even  fasting,  because  without  help  from  our  Heavenly  Father  we 
are  incapable  of  gaining  any  form  of  perfection. 

"Faith  without  works  is  dead,"  so  along  with  prayer  and  fasting  we 
must  constantly  endeavour  through  self-control  and  diligence  to  practice 
our  New  Year's  resolution. 

It  is  my  humble  prayer  that  we  will  use  our  New  Year  resolutions  to 
overcome  many  bad  habits  and  weaknesses,  that  we  may  in  the  future  know 
the  great  blessings  of  being  worthy  to  dwell  with  our  Heavenly  Father. 

Time  Lost  —  Never  Regained 

by  Brian  Miller 
1~T  is  hard  to  believe  that  another  year  has  slipped  away  and  become  but 
-■-    a  memory  to  us  all.  As  we  look  back  we  realize  how  quickly  time 
has  managed  to  pass  by  unnoticed  and  in  part,  unused. 

Think  for  a  minute  on  the  great  plan  of  salvation  which  the  Lord  has 
revealed  to  us.  We  have  the  opportunity  to  spend  an  ETERNITY  with 
our  Father  in  Heaven  if  we  but  use  our  alotted  earthly  time  wisely.  We 
know  that  eternity  means  forever  and  ever.  In  comparison,  the  time  we 
spend  on  the  earth  is  but  a  drop  in  the  ocean.  Hardly  time  enough  to 
accomplish  all  that  is  required  of  us  to  reach  the  Celestial  Kingdom. 

We  all  waste  a  great  deal  of  this  previous  earthly  time,  so  if  we  really 
want  the  Celestial  Kingdom,  what  we  are  going  to  have  to  do  is  to  school 
ourselves  to  use  our  time  more  effectively.  Out  of  the  fragments  of  time 
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that  most  of  us  waste,  some  have  learned  languages,  some  have  written 
books.  Longfellow  translated  the  "Inferno"  by  snatches  of  ten  minutes  a 
day. 

I  feel  convinced  that  the  reason  why  we  do  not  use  our  time  effectively 
is  because  we  fail  to  comprehend  and  act  upon  many  of  the  scriptures 
we  read  which  are  directed  at  us  for  our  progression.  One  particular  por- 
tion of  scripture  which  comes  to  mind  and  brings  out  very  strongly  the 
importance  of  time  is  the  34th  chapter  of  the  Book  of  Alma,  verses  31-35. 
In  verse  32  Amulek  tells  us,  and  I  quote:  "For  behold  this  life  is  the  time 
for  men  to  prepare  to  meet  God;  yea,  behold  the  day  of  this  life  is  the 
day  for  men  to  perform  their  labours"  How  well  he  puts  what  I  have 
been  trying  to  say.  He  goes  on  further  to  talk  about  procrastination,  saying 
that  it  is  of  the  Devil's  tools.  Brothers  and  sisters  as  we  read  through  this 
Book  of  Mormon  scripture  I  sincerely  pray  that  we  will  ponder  the  im- 
portance of  it's  great  message  in  our  hearts  and  resolve  to  use  our  "short 
alotted  time"  more  effectively  throughout  1968  and  forever  more.  We 
never  know  when  we  will  be  taken  from  the  earth,  do  we? 

I  wonder  what  the  Lord  is  going  to  say  to  us  about  the  fragments  of 
our  wasted  time  which  steadily  accumulates  to  become  months  and  years. 
How  much  of  your  life  have  you  wasted?  Life  is  not  that  long  to  waste  it 
away  doing  nothing. 

An  old  year  is  replaced  by  a  new  and  our  every  thought  is  quickened 
by  the  view  of  time  "untouched  and  fresh".  Do  we  care  enough  about  our 
Eternal  Life  and  God  to  use  the  time  he  has  alotted  us  effectively.  I'm 
sure  that  time  will  tell. 

Remember  that  "time  lost  is  never  regained". 

EDITORS  NOTES:  Elder  Brian  Miller  wrote  this  article  while  in  the 
North  Scottish  Mission.  On  December  29,  1967  Brian  was  honourably 
released  from  his  mission  by  President  Badger.  While  in  the  North 
Scottish  Mission  Brian  served  as  a  district  leader  for  6  months  and 
later  as  a  branch  president  for  4  months. 


My  Resolutions 


by  Darryl  M.  Thwaits  of  the  Salisbury  Branch 

WHAT  exactly  are  New  Year's  resolutions?  They  are  simply  casual 
promises,  never  to  be  kept,  made  at  the  beginning  of  each  year. 
Resolutions  are  so  often  broken  and  cast  aside  because  they  were  not  made 
sincerely.  They  were  made  at  a  time  when  everyone  was  happy,  gay  and 
full  of  the  festive  joys,  in  fact  anything  but  serious.  Consequently  they  are 
treated  lightly  and  carelessly.  Resolutions  are  serious  promises  that  should 
be  taken  to  heart  and  not  cast  aside  when  the  festivities  are  over. 

For  the  new  year  of  '68  let  us  make  one  big  resolution.  Let  us 
promise  "ourselves"  that  we  will  keep  faithfully  all  our  other  new  year 
resolutions.  If  we  cannot  keep  a  promise  to  ourselves,  then  we  are  in  very 
bad  shape  indeed.  This  reveals  an  insincere  and  irresponsible  spirit. 

Here  are  a  few  resolutions  for  you  to  ponder  on.  Choose  a  couple 
and  see  what  kind  of  person  you  are.  Can  you  keep  them? 

1.  I  will  promise   to   keep   all   my   resolutions   "faithfully". 

2.  I  will  re-activate  one  inactive  member. 

3.  I  will  bring  someone  into  the  gospel. 

4.  I  will  "attentively"   attend  all   my  church  meetings. 

5.  I  will  participate  in  family  prayer  "daily"  morning  and  evening. 

6.  I  will  control  my  temper. 

7.  I  will  help  others  "willingly". 

8.  I  will  keep  my  room  neat. 

9.  I  will  carry  out  my  Priesthood  duties  to  the  "best"  of  my  ability. 
10.    I  will  be  benevolent  virtuous,  chaste,  and  loving. 

P.S.  Number  one  is  a  must! 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION  NEWS 


Genealogy  Work  Being  Done 


by  Beryl  Soane 


"T^OREIGN  toe,"  said  the  young 
-*-  man  behind  the  grocery 
counter  in  a  shop  in  my  hometown 
in  Surrey,  England.  My  mind  went 
blank.  I  had  no  idea  what  he  was 
talking  about,  and  I  turned  to  look 
at  my  friend,  just  as  the  young 
man  repeated,  this  time  in  a  very 
superior  manner,  "Foreign  toe". 

"My  dear,  you  have  been  away 
from  England  a  long  time,  haven't 
you?"  laughed  my  friend,  "he  is 
only  telling  you  the  price.  Four  and 
two.  Four  shillings  and  tuppence." 
It  was  at  this  moment  that  I  realised 
that  nearly  twenty  years  living  in 
South  Africa  had  brought  changes 
in  me. 

As  a  family  we  had  travelled  to 
Europe  in  1966,  spending  only 
twelve  days  in  England,  which  were 
spent  rushing  around  the  southern 
part  of  that  country,  visiting  rela- 
tives and  introducing  our  children. 
During  that  time  we  had  behaved 
like  any  tourists,  staying  at  hotels 
and  visiting  all  the  tourist  attrac- 
tions. The  highlight  of  that  stay 
had  been,  for  myself  and  the  chil- 
dren, our  visit  to  the  London  Tem- 
ple, where  we  received  our  Patriar- 
chal Blessings  and  were  baptised  for 
the  dead.  This  had  been  an  extremely 
spiritual  and  emotional  experience, 
with  the  additional  blessing  of  seeing 
my  father,  sister  and  brother  after 
twenty  three  years  estrangement.  At 
that  time  I  had  not  thought  that  the 
opportunity  would  present  itself  for 
me  to  be  able  to  return  for  a  longer 
period  in  1967.  However,  when  my 
husband  mentioned  this  possibility, 
I,  seeing  the  opportunity  to  do  some 
work  on  my  genealogy,  asked  him 
if  I  might  go  ahead  of  him  for  a 
week  for  this  purpose.  This  time 
the  children  who  are  hardly  chil- 
dren any  more,  were  to  stay  behind, 
while  we  intended  to  concentrate  on 
people    and    stay    in    their    homes, 


bypassing   the   usual   tourist   attrac- 
tions. 

I  arrived  in  glorious  sunshine, 
having  parted  with  the  children  at 
the  Durban  airport,  they  being  full 
of  concern  that  I  should  not  miss 
my  plane  or  train  connections,  not 
lose  my  money,  and  anxiety  that  I 
had  taken  the  correct  clothes.  The 
drive  from  the  London  airport  to 
my  old  hometown  showed  England 
at  it's  best,  in  Autumn,  the  trees 
and  bracken  turning  orange,  red 
and  yellow.  Blackberries  waited  to 
be  picked  on  the  roadside  bushes 
and  hot  roast  chestnuts  were  for 
sale  at  street  corners.  A  strange 
Cockney  man  gave  me  advice  about 
crossing  the  busy  roads.  "Oh,  no, 
you  mustn't  cross  there,  miss,"  he 
advised,  (all  women  under  a  hun- 
dred are  called  "miss"  in  England) 
"You  must  only  cross  on  the  Zebra 
crossing,  then  all  the  traffic  has  to 
stop,  and  if  they  don't  and  yer  gets 
knocked  darn,  then  yer  can  claim 
damages,  see?" 

My  family  and  friends,  I  found, 
were  anxious  to  assist  me  in  my 
search  for  family  history.  My  father 
racked  his  brains  to  remember  some 
things  that  might  help  me,  my  sis- 
ter accompanied  me  to  Somerset 
House  and  the  Census  Records 
building  in  London,  while  my 
brother,  I  found  to  my  amazement, 
had  already  spent  two  days  in  re- 
search at  Somerset  House,  having 
no  idea  that  I  would  be  interested. 

Another  good  friend  of  mine  ac- 
companied me  all  the  way  to  Hull 
in  the  North  of  England,  just  so 
that  she  could  help  me  as  I  searched 
in  libraries,  old  newspapers,  and  we 
also  visited  cemeteries  in  that  city. 
The  people  of  Hull  were  extremely 
kind,  officials  went  out  of  their  way 
to  be  helpful,  and  on  my  return  to 
South  Africa  I  found,  awaiting  my 
return,  information  that  had  been 
found  by  them  after  I  had  gone.  It 
costs  one-and-six  to  search  the  re- 
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cords  in  Somerset  House,  covering 
a  period  of  five  years,  and  I  was 
interested  to  see  so  many  people 
from  different  walks  of  life  silently 
searching  through  the  large,  heavy 
books.  It  was  exciting,  after  a 
tiring,  seemingly  fruitless  search,  to 
come  across  the  information  one 
needed.  My  sister  startled  other 
searchers  by  suddenly  shouting  ex- 
citedly to  me,  "I've  found  them!" 
as  she  came  across  a  particular 
marriage  entry. 

My  husband  and  I  travelled  to 
Scotland  after  he  joined  me  in  Lon- 
don, and  on  the  way  there  we  met 
an,  elderly  Mormon  lady  who  had 
become  inactive  since  marrying  a 
non-member  many  years  previously. 
She  was  surprised  to  learn  that 
people  were  still  joining  the  Church, 
and  then,  as  we  chatted,  she  told  me 
how  she  had  come  across  some  old 
papers  just  before  leaving  the 
United  States,  and  that  amongst 
these  were  her  grandparents'  per- 
sonal records.  They  were  two  of  a 
party  of  Welsh  converts  who  had 
crossed  the  plains  from  Nauvoo  to 
the  Salt  Lake  Valley  with  a  hand- 
cart company.  She  spoke  of  the 
terrible  hardships  that  they  had 
suffered,  and  as  she  spoke  I  was 
conscious  of  those  two  faithful 
grandparents,  almost  as  if  they  had 
been  standing  behind  her,  and  it 
saddened  me  that  this  charming 
lady  had  given  up  such  a  wonder- 
ful heritage. 


In,  Edinburgh  we  were  happy  to 
be  able  to  spend  a  couple  of  hours 
with  Elder  Harold  Elliot  and  his 
companion,  even  though  this  had 
to  be  over  the  breakfast  table  at  our 
hotel.  The  grey  stone  buildings  of 
Edinburgh  gave  the  city  a  bleak 
look,  but  the  people,  we  found  most 
friendly.  At  the  famous  restaurant 
off  Princes  Street  one  can  eat  as 
much  as  one  can  manage  for  fifteen 
shillings,  and  while  one  good  plate 
of  food  sufficed  us,  I  was  amazed 
to  see  Scottish  men  and  women 
heaping  up  plates  as  many  as  four 
times,  and  I  began  to  understand 
the  popularity  of  the  kilt,  which  can 
be  adjusted  around  the  middle  after 
a  heavy  meal!  A  dour  Scotsman 
with  a  hint  of  a  twinkle  in  his 
eye  also  gave  me  his  explanation 
for  the  firing  of  the  one  o'clock  gun 
everyday  from  Edinburgh  Castle. 
"We  can  no'  be  wasting  the  time  or 
the  money  on  firing  the  gun  twelve 
times  for  twelve  noon,  so  being 
Scotsmen,  we  fire  it  once  for  one 
o'clock." 

Of  our  journey  back  through 
Wales  and  then  France  and  Switzer- 
land there  is  no  space  to  tell,  but 
my  genealogical  efforts  ended 
shortly  after  leaving  Scotland. 

I  gazed  down  on  London  airport 
as  we  left  for  France,  not  knowing 
when  next  I  would  be  able  to  return 
to  England,  but  happy  in  the  know- 
ledge that  I  had  gained  informa- 
tion to  keep  me  busy  on  my  genea- 
logy for  quite  a  long  time. 


Now  this  prophecy  Adam  spake,  as  he  was  moved 
upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  a  genealogy  was 
kept  of  the  children  of  God.  And  this  was  the 
book  of  the  generations  of  Adam,  saying:  In  the 
day  that  God  created  man,  in  the  likeness  of 
God  made  he  him. 

Moses  6:8 
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Young  Organist 

By  Sister  Kitty  Veale 

VAUGHAN  is  our  only  son.  He  was  born  on  May  28,  1954.  He  is 
extremely  interested  in  wild  life,  and  has  already  built  up  a  fantastic 
library  on  the  subject,  especially  snakes.  He  has  his  mind  set  on  becoming 
a  Zoologist.  He  started  High  School  at  Roosevelt  High  at  the  beginning 
of  1967. 

He  has  been  Junior  Sunday  School  secretary  for  two  years,  probably 
the  youngest  in  the  Mission  to  hold  this  position.  He  takes  a  great  deal  of 
pride  in  this  work. 

He  started  music  when  he  was  six  years  old  with  Bob  Fairweather,  the 
internationally  known  pianist.  Vaughan  refused  to  play  jazz,  then  changed 
to  classical  music.  At  the  age  of  7  years  he  played  the  Church  organ  in 
the  Chapel  for  the  Primary  Family  Hour  as  accompanist  to  the  Primary 
Choir. 


Vaughan  at 
his  house  organ 


He  has  only  done  three  exams,  two  he  passed  with  78%  and  his  last 
with  93%.  When  he  turned  thirteen,  we  took  him  to  Drummond  Bell, 
the  organist  at  St.  Georges  Church.  Here  he  was  interviewed  and  was 
accepted  as  a  pupil,  then  the  hard  work  began. 

His  first  opportunity  came  when  the  MIA  organist  did  not  come  one 
night  and  Vaughan  was  asked  to  play  the  organ  for  opening  exercises. 
He  played  exceptionally  well  that  evening.  He  has  since  played  often  for 
MIA.  Then  he  was  asked  to  play  for  Senior  Sunday  School  while  the 
regular  organist  was  out  of  town  and  he  really  excelled  himself.  He  has 
played  for  4  baptisms  thus  far  and  has  two  weddings  in  the  new  year  for 
which  he  has  been  asked  to  play.  All  this  led  up  to  Vaughan  being 
sustained  as  assistant  organist.  He  will  play  for  three  Sundays  in  December 
and  every  Fast  and  Testimony  service  after  that.  He  also  plays  the  drums 
and  hopes  to  get  into  the  Cadet  Band  at  school  during  1968. 


I  will  praise  thee,  O  Lord,  with  my  whole  heart;  I  will 

show  forth  all  thy  marvellous  works. 

I  will  be  glad  to  rejoice  in  thee: 

I  will  sing  praise  to  thy  name,  O  thou  most  High. 

Psalm  9:  1-2 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION  NEWS 


Kathryn  Booth  Head  Prefect 


Kathryn  Booth  first  Mormon  Head 
Prefect  at  Holy  Rosary  Convent 


AN  NOVEMBER  2,  1967,  Sister  Kathryn  Booth,  daughter  of  Brother 
^^  and  Sister  Ernest  Booth  of  Port  Elizabeth,  a  standard  nine  pupil  at 
the  Holy  Rosary  Convent.  Port  Elizabeth,  was  appointed  Head  Prefect  of 
that  school  for  the  year  1968. 

This  was  a  unique  occasion,  as  a  non-Catholic  has  never  before  held 
the  office  of  headgirl  since  the  school  was  founded  by  six  Dominican 
Sisters  from  Ireland  in  1867. 

She  was  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  students  of  the  three  senior  classes 
and  the  teachers.  The  student  votes  are  equal  to  the  votes  of  the  teachers. 

Being  a  non-Catholic,  Kathryn  was  very  surprised  when  she  was 
elected,  and  we  are  very  proud  of  her  achievement. 

As  head  of  the  school,  Kathryn  will  be  required  to  represent  the  school 
at  all  extra-mural  functions  to  which  the  students  are  invited.  She  is  also 
the  students'  representative  to  the  staff,  and  vice  versa.  It  is  also  her 
duty  to  see  that  the  standards  of  the  school  are  upheld  at  all  times,  that 
the  school  rules  are  obeyed  by  the  students  and  that  the  other  prefects  carry 
out  their  duties  diligently.  To  assist  her  in  her  many  varied  duties  she 
also  has  class  and  house  prefects. 

This  year  Kathryn  also  received  the  "Bene  Merenti"  award  for  school 
spirit  and  goodfellowship  shown  during  1967.  This  award  is  the  most 
coveted  award  in  the  school  and  has  only  been  presented  twice  before. 
She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Debating  Society,  and  was  one  of  the  school's 
librarians  last  year.  She  also  plays  hockey  for  one  of  the  Convent  teams. 

Kathryn  is  an  active  church  member.  She  is  a  Sunday  School  teacher 
and  secretary  of  the  MIA. 

We  wish  her  every  success  in  her  appointment  and  are  sure  that  she 
will  carry  out  her  duties  conscientiously. 
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I  Lew     LJear 


by  Hope  Minne 

With  wild  exaltation  we  welcome  the  news, 
The  Chance  to  start  again, 
With  wild  exaltation  we  expel  the  old 
With  its  pleasure  and  failures  and  pain. 

Do  we  think  as  we  welcome  the  bright  New  Year 
That  only  twelve  months  to  the  day, 
We  welcomed  the  year  now  dead  and  passed 
As  our  gate  to  a  glad  new  way? 

Do  you  think  of  the  year  that  has  gone  with  joy? 
Are  you  sad  to  see  it  go  ? 
Or  does  your  heart  say  'it  might  have  been 
If  only  I'd  done  'so  or  so'  "  ? 

So  remember  when  you  are  tempted  at  times 
To  say  or  do  unkind  things, 
That  once  said  or  done  you  cannot  recall 
The  evil  your  thoughtlessness  brings. 

The  new  year  is  filled  with  fresh  opportunity, 
New  hopes  in  our  hearts  evolve, 
The  old  year  has  gone,  the  New  Year  is  here 
We  are  filled  with  a  new  resolve. 

So  hail  to  the  year  that  lies  ahead, 

A  fresh  page  so  clean  and  pure, 

Let  us  fill  it  with  service  and  joy  and  love, 

And  peace  for  evermore. 
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FEATURE 


by  Jack  Jnr.  and  Anne  de  Wet 
rj^HE  prospect  of  visiting  the  Lords  Temple  is  a  dream  that  should  be 
■*-  cherished  within  the  heart  of  every  Latter-day  Saint.  This  was  also 
a  cherished  desire  of  both  of  us  long  before  our  courtship  days,  a  desire 
that  increased  through  our  understanding  of  the  great  blessings  to  be 
obtained  from  such  a  visit.  Our  courtship  discussions  were  thus  directed 
towards  planning  ways  and  means  to  make  the  trip.  We  felt  that  we  loved 
one  another  enough  to  be  sealed  for  time  and  eternity  and  that  we  would 
want  to  claim  our  children  hereafter. 

With  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  our  finances  made  possible  a  temple 
marriage,  after  being  wed  at  the  Ramah  Chapel  on  October  21,  1967.  That 
evening  we  boarded  a  plane  at  Jan  Smuts  airport  and  arrived  in  London 
the  following  morning. 

The  crowded  suburbs  we  passed  through  in  our  journey  from  London 
was  a  vast  contrast  to  the  peaceful  surroundings  of  the  Temple  grounds 
and  Church  Boarding  House.  We  approached  the  holy  sanctuary  early  the 
next  morning  with  our  recommends.  We  both  felt  that  the  meeting  with 
the  Temple  President  at  the  door  was  in  itself  a  spiritual  experience.  His 
love  and  spirituality  was  immediately  felt  as  we  spoke  and  made  his 
acquaintance. 

The  President  went  to  great  lengths  to  give  us  inspired  council  and 
insight  into  the  marriage  covenant  just  prior  to  being  sealed  that  evening. 
We  felt  the  greatness  of  the  moment  and  it  brought  sweet  thoughts  and 
determination  into  our  hearts  to  make  the  covenant  truly  everlasting  so  as 
to  earn  the  rewards  which  were  pronounced  in  the  words  of  the  sealing.  It 
was  the  bridegroom's  privilege  to  have  his  brother,  who  is  currently  serving 
a  mission  in  England,  act  as  a  witness  during  the  ceremony.  In  becoming 
accustomed  to  the  newness  of  the  temple  ordinances,  we  were  assisted 
through  the  kindnesses  and  love  of  the  full  time  temple  workers.  Soon 
we  became  more  familiar  with  the  beautiful  and  plain  procedure  of  temple 
work. 

After  a  week  we  took  temporary  leave  from  the  Temple  to  visit 
Northern  Ireland,  the  bride's  land  of  birth.  We  spent  many  hours  in  many 
homes  and  felt  that  we  had  never  met  such  a  kind  and  hospitable  people 
as  the  Irish. 

Hereafter  we  spent  another  week  at  the  Temple  and  also  received  a 
patriarchal  blessing. 

Our  visit  to  the  temple  and  patriarch  has  been  a  great  blessing  and  we 
would  like  gratefully  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  opportunity. 
We  feel  a  great  sealing  power  between  us  which  is  tempering  our  relation- 
ship in  being  more  loving.  We  would  admonish  all  young  couples  to  start 
off  married  life  the  eternal  way.  We  will  never  forget  the  sweet  spirit  which 
prevails  within  the  temple  walls.  It  is  our  desire  to  work  for  the  same  spirit 
in  our  home  and  throughout  our  lives. 

16  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  January,  1968 


5iPCxX>00CXX>0<XX>0<XXX><^^ 

S.A.  MISSION 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Cumorah's   Message   of   You 

Elder  Douglas  J.  Bateman,  Section  Editor 
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MOWBRAY 


Bazaar    is    Huge    Success 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 


NOVEMBER  has  been  one  of 
■^  the  busiest  months  on  record 
in  the  Mowbray  Branch.  The  first 
week  in  the  month  saw  everyone, 
young  and  old,  getting  ready  for  the 
Bazaar,  which  was  held  on  Novem- 
ber 3  and  4.  The  stalls  looked  very 
attractive,  laden  as  they  were  with 
beautiful  samples  of  the  needlework 
and  culinary  artists'  work  from  the 
ladies.  The  Priesthood  also  ran  a 
stall,  where  every  article  on  sale  had 
been  made  by  the  brethren.  A  toy 
stall  caused  every  youngster  to  stop, 
look  and  purchase.  The  "supermar- 
ket" provision,  stall  was  well  stocked 
with  all  sorts  of  good  things  to  eat. 
"The  Little  Shop  Around  the  Cor- 
ner" was  loaded  with  mouth-water- 
ing candies.  The  "DODO"  milk  bar 
was  an  ideal  place  to  cool  off  after 
the  strenuous  efforts  of  setting  up 
all  the  stalls.  The  "Blue  Danube 
Cafe"  was  well  patronised  by  the 
hungry  bargain  hunters.  There  were 
plenty  of  games  for  the  skilful,  and 
not  so  skilful  dart  throwers,  etc.  A 
film  show  in  the  Relief  Society 
Room  helped  to  amuse  the  young- 
sters. Rl,400.00  was  raised.  All  of 
those  who  assisted  and  who  made 
such  splendid  donations  of  goods 
earn  the  gratitude  of  all  members. 

Heartiest  congratulations  to  Sister 
Zoraida  Williams,  who  was  married 
to  Mr.  W.  Darroll  on  November 
1 1 .  The  happy  couple  will  be  mak- 
ing their  home  upcountry. 

Sister    Alice    Storey    and   Brother 


Siems  of  the  Bellville  Branch  were 
married  in  the  Mowbray  Chapel 
on  November   18. 

It  is  always  good  to  see  old 
friends,  and  a  particularly  welcome 
guest  was  Brother  Evan  Wright, 
who  was  present  at  the  services  on 
November  12, 

The  Relief  Society  staged  a 
splendid  "Salad  Evening"  on 
November  16,  when  Sister  Maria 
Maritz  gave  a  demonstration  on 
making  salads.  All  present  enjoyed 
the  generous  "tastes"  which  were 
served  at  refreshment  time. 

The  Building  Fund  Committee  do 
not  let  the  grass  grow  under  their 
feet  when  it  comes  to  raising  money 
through  entertainments.  This  month 
their  effort  was  a  "Funorama"  put 
on  by  Mr.  "Ginger"  Jennings. 
Handsome  food  parcels  were  award- 
ed to  the  winners  of  the  "Bingo" 
games  and  quizzes.  This  was  a  very 
enjoyable  show,  and  profitable  to 
the  Building  fund  as  well  as  to  the 
winners. 

MIA  held  a  "Christmas  Sing"  on 
November  20.  Carols  and  other 
Christmas  songs  were  sung  by  an 
enthusiastic  gathering  of  about  for- 
ty members.  With  all  the  singing 
everyone  needed  to  be  rejuvenated 
so  refreshments  were  served. 

The  Fairy  Tales  Remembrance 
Dance  arranged  by  the  MIA  on 
November  24  was  well  attended  by 
Mowbray  and  Bellville  members. 
The  hall  was  decorated  with  posters 
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depicting  scenes  from  the  fairy  tales 
and  there  was  also  a  fairy  castle. 
Square  dancing,  balloon  dancing  and 
various  novelty  dances  raised  plenty 
of  laughter.  Sister  Almine  de  Vil- 
liers,  Jr.,  won  the  first  prize  as  the 
Cinderella  of  the  Ball.  Her  partner, 
a  fearsome  pirate,  was  awarded  se- 
cond prize.  Sister  Joan  Jerreries 
received  second  prize  for  her  por- 
trayal of  Red  Riding  Hood's 
Grandmother.  Brother  Alan  Theys 
received  a  first  prize  for  represent- 
ing Old  King  Cole.  A  sweet  buffet 
supper  was  then  served. 


Many  thinks  to  Dr.  Irma  Eckert 
who  addressed  the  Relief  Society 
Sisters  on  the  "History  of  Silk". 
Dr.  Eckert  is  an  expert  in  her  sub- 
ject and  is  one  of  the  lecturers  at 
the  Cultural  Museum.  She  brought 
out  many  examples  of  beautiful 
silks  and  embroideries.  The  articles 
proved  how  rich  the  Cape  is  in  the 
possession  of  antiques. 

Farewell  to  the  Kirchmann  fami- 
ly who  have  returned  to  the  Trans- 
vaal to  live.  May  they  be  blessed 
with  health  and  happiness  in  their 
new  home. 


KIMBERLEY 

Primary    Programme    Successful 

Reported  by  President  Charles  Malcom  Young 

T^RIDAY,  December  1  was  the  culmination  of  many  weeks  of  planning, 
■*■  practice  and  prop-making  for  the  Primary  Association's  Christmas 
Programme. 

Four  strained  Primary  workers  and  fifteen  children,  excited  and  keen 
with  anticipation,  warmed  the  hearts  of  an  audience  of  thirty  parents  and 
visitors  who  packed  into  the  meeting  area  of  the  "Cottage"  situated  on  the 
chapel  site. 

This  programme  can  be  regarded  as  a  very  fine  missionary  tool  when 
it  is  considered  that  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  children  attending  Primary 
are  non-members. 

The  evening  ended  by  a  visit  from  Santa  Claus,  who  handed  gifts  to 
the  children  after  which  they  were  also  treated  to  the  usual  candy,  ice 
cream  and  cool  drink. 


BLOEMFONTEIN 


Features    Catering    Service 

Reported  by  Lida  van  der  Leek 


npHE  spirit  of  Christmas  has  be- 
■*-  gun  to  show  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Bloemfontein  Branch. 
The  Sunday  School  held  its  Christ- 
mas Tree  Party  at  the  end  of  the 
month.  It  was  really  a  delight  to  see 
the  smiling  and  happy  faces  of  the 
children  as  they  received  their  gifts. 
The  older  members  no  doubt  wish- 
ed that  they  could  turn  back  the 
clock.  Nevertheless  it  was  a  party 
which  was  enjoyed  by  all. 


The  Relief  Society  held  its  an- 
nual-before-Christmas  gift  and  cake 
sales,  which  was  reasonably  success- 
ful. 

While  the  "Coon  Carnival"  was 
at  the  Show  Grounds  the  Branch 
set  up  a  refreshment  stall  to  cater 
for  the  visitors.  Also  a  stall  was 
set  up  for  the  "Stock  Car"  racing 
when  curry  and  rice  and  other  re- 
freshments were  sold.  All  in  all,  it 
was  a  very  successful  project. 
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WELKOM 

Relief    Society    Invites    Husbands 

Reported  by  Gladys  Wilford 

T^OVEMBER  was  a  most  unusual  month  for  Welkom.  We  went  from 
■^  extreme  heat  to  very  cold.  One  week  we  were  all  sweltering  from 
the  dry  heat  mixed  with  dust  and  the  next  moment  we  thought  about 
starting  fires  in  our  grates.  This  did  not  last  long  as  we  are  back  to  the 
sweltering  heat  again.  One  thing  Welkom  has  been  blessed  with  this  year 
is  rain,  for  which  we  are  very  thankful. 

During  the  month,  Sister  Maggie  Futter  was  in  hospital  for  two 
weeks.  The  branch  missed  her  very  much  especially  the  Moonbeams  in 
Primary.  The  joyous  welcome  she  received  when  she  came  back  was 
enough  to  gladden  any  heart. 

We  had  an  unusual  but  very  welcome  visit  by  our  Bloemfontein 
brothers  and  sisters  who  we  always  enjoy  seeing  and  who  we  miss  when 
they  are  gone. 

Little  Marlene  van  Rooyen  was  baptised  by  her  brother,  Elder  Brian 
Nel. 

Relief  Society  invited  the  husbands  to  their  meeting  this  month  and  at 
least  one  husband  seemed  to  enjoy  himself  as  he  became  a  regular  mem- 
ber. We  are  going  to  miss  you  Brother  Piatt. 

EAST  LONDON 

Priesthood    Entertain 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 

T  is  with   regret  that  we  report  auxilliary    was    explained    and    Pri- 

the    passing    away    of    Brother  mary    and    Relief    Society    exhibits 

Charlie  Hichens.  Our  deepest  sym-  were  on  display.   A  beautiful  film, 

pathy  goes  to  Sister  Dolly  Hichens  "Man's  Search  For  Happiness'  was 

and  her  children.  shown  after  the  tour. 

A  successful  cake   sale  was   held  A   wonderful    time    was    had    on 

in  town  on  November  4  when  R36  Friday,    November    24,    when    the 

was  raised.  priesthood  took  their  wives  out  to 

Primary  put  on  their  family  hour  a  theatre  dinner  at  the  King's  Hotel 

on  Sunday,  November  5,  "Stairway  and  then  on  to  a  film  show.  There 

To  Lasting  Joy".  This  was  enjoyed  were  23  altogether  and  we  thorough- 

by  both  audience  and  participants.  ly    enjoyed    each    other's    company 

The  first  "Open  House'  was  held  plus  all  the  sisters  were  in  their 
on  November  15.  The  nine  visitors  best  evening  wear.  The  wives  really 
who  attended  were  taken  on  a  con-  appreciated  their  husband's  thought- 
ducted  tour  of  the  chapel  when  each  fulness. 


By   love  serve  one  another,   For  all 
the  law  is  fulfilled   in  one  word, 
even   in  this,  Thou   shall   love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself. 

Gal.  5:  13-14 
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SALISBURY 

Celebrates    Independence    Day 

Reported  by  Minnie  Swalwell 

^VTOVEMBER  11,  Independence  Day  in  Rhodesia.  It  started  for  Salis- 
-^  bury  saints  with  a  Sunrise  Testimony  meeting  on  Gun  Kopje.  There 
was  a  good  attendance  and  the  Testimonies  were  truly  wonderful.  Break- 
fast was  cooked  over  two  campfires  and  thoroughly  enjoyed.  Then  we  en- 
joyed a  short  sports  outing. 

MIA  is  continuing  to  flourish  and  on  November  3,  the  members 
went  along  to  the  Highlands  Swimming  Baths  where  competitions  were 
held,  including  several  novelty  races.  This  was  a  very  successful  evening. 
Our  recently  formed  Scout  Troop  is  progressing  very  well. 

We  held  our  first  Open  House  on  November  18  and  had  many  visitors 
who  thoroughly  appreciated  everything  and  asked  some  very  interesting 
questions.  We  look  forward  to  our  next  Open  House  with  great  enthusiasm 
and  zeal  as  we  know  this  is  a  wonderful  way  of  sharing  our  knowledge  of 
the  Gospel. 

Four  members  of  Primary  graduated  to  MIA;  they  are  Chyisse  Frost, 
Janet  Laing,  Elaine  Trotter  and  Naomi  Warren. 

On  November  25,  members  of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  held  a 
social  evening  and  called  it  a  Pie  and  Peas  Supper.  After  the  delicious 
refreshments  most  of  the  families  in,  the  Branch  were  given  the  opportunity 
to  perform  on  the  stage.  It  was  truly  wonderful  to  witness  the  talents  we 
possess  in  this  branch. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  had  a  demonstration  of  crochet  by  Lady 
Hutchinson,  and  many  of  the  sisters  feel  they  can  put  this  knowledge  to 
good  use.  After  a  little  practice  we  hope  to  produce  some  lovely  articles 
for  our  future  stalls. 

BULAWAYO 

Prepares    for    Bazaar 

Reported  by  Dawn   Owen 

A  FTER  a  week  of  torrential  cakes.  The  tables  outside  with  their 
•£*-  rains,  November  4  dawned  gay  umbrellas  looked  most  inviting, 
bright  and  beautiful  —  the  long-  The  preparation  of  the  food  be- 
awaited  day  of  our  bazaar.  After  gan,  cold  drinks  and  ice-cream  ar- 
a  year  of  hard  work  and  planning,  rived  and  all  too  soon  4.30  p.m.  was 
of  anxiously  watching  the  weather,  upon  us,  and  our  bazaar  had  truly 
the  day  greeted  us  with  clear  blue  begun.  With  our  best  smiles  we 
skies  and  warm  weather.  At  9.00  welcomed  the  public,  business  was 
a.m.  the  brothers  and  sisters  gather-  brisk,  and  the  aroma  of  Curry  and 
ed  at  the  chapel  rearing  to  go,  even  Rice,  Hamburgers  and  Chips,  and 
the  young  members  were  there  to  delectable  puddings  filled  the  air.  A 
lend  a  hand.  Soon  the  tables  were  mannequin  parade  of  boutique  fas- 
set  out  and  we  set  to  work  with  a  hions  was  a  great  success,  and  so 
will.  How  surprised  we  were  to  find  was  our  bazaar  which  ended  at  9.00 
that  we  needed  three  tables  for  our  p.m.  and  the  grand  sum  total  of 
lovely  and  varied  sewing.  The  torn-  £96  —  was  our  reward.  Tired, 
bola  stall  packed  with  wonderful  weary  and  happy  were  the  Bulawayo 
prizes,  the  produce  stall  filled  with  saints  as  we  wended  our  way  home 
groceries,  flowers,  books,  vegetables,  after  a  wonderful  day  of  hard  work, 
and   never  have   we   seen  so    many  knowing    that    this    sum    comes    off 
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our  Building  Fund,  and  money  is 
still  coming  in. 

Glowing  reports  from  Sister 
Judith  Jubber,  our  missionary  in 
Holland  arrive  from  time  to  time. 
She  is  filled  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  and  is  eternally  grateful  for 
the  opportunity  which  is  hers  of 
spreading  our  beloved  Gospel.  The 
language  has  been  a  barrier — slow- 
ly but  surely  she  is  mastering  it. 

We  were  thrilled  by  the  bonus 
visit  of  President  Badger  accom- 
panied by  Elder  Cheney  and  Elder 
Ricks.  It  is  always  an  occasion  when 
he  visits  with  us  as  he  leave  us  with 
plenty  to  think  about. 

We  welcome  into  the  Branch  Sis- 


ter Joyce  Cogill  and  her  two  daugh- 
ters, Wendy  and  Bernadine,  who 
entered  the  waters  of  baptism  on 
November  18.  May  God's  richest 
blessings  always  be  theirs. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  have  to 
report  the  loss  to  Bulawayo  of 
Brother  Robert  Roy  and  his  family. 
But  our  loss  is  Wankie's  gain,  and 
we  wish  them  much  happiness  in 
the  future. 

Welcome  visitors  to  our  branch 
this  month  were  Brother  and  Sister 
Crankshaw  from  Salisbury,  Sister 
Black  from  Wankie,  Brother  and 
Sister  Buckle  from  Plumtree  who 
made  their  second  trip  this  month, 
so  as  to  meet  with  President  Badger. 


COPPERBELT 

Saints    Home    from    Temple 

Reported  by  John  Campbell 

SO  much  has  happened  in  the  Copperbelt  Branch  during  the  month  of 
November.  First  we  pride  ourselves  in  having  the  youngest  organist 
in  the  mission.  He  is  Philip  Munch,  son  of  President  and  Sister  Munch  of 
Luanshya.  Philip  will  be  attending  school  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa 
and  we  will  surely  miss  him.  He  has  been  playing  the  organ  for  our 
meetings  for  a  long  time  and  we  all  say  "Philip  we  will  miss  you." 
Brother  and  Sister  Munch  will  also  be  away  on  vacation  during  the  month 
of  December.  Our  Branch  is  very  small  at  present,  but  the  saints  are  very 
faithful  and  have  strong  testimonies.  We  are  having  two  baptisms  on 
December  10. 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  return  of  Brother  and  Sister  McTavish 
from  Salt  Lake  City,  where  they  were  sealed  together  in  holy  matrimony. 
They  have  toured  places  of  interest  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  viewing 
some  of  their  films.  Young  Brother  Creswell  McTavish  has  made  his 
home  in  Ephraim,  Utah,  where  he  is  attending  school  at  Snow  College.  We 
wish  him  success  and  happiness  in  his  new  surroundings.  Many  saints 
here  are  temple  conscious  and  are  saying,  we'll  soon  go  to  have  our  work 
done. 

We  all  wish  all  the  saints  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 


PRETORIA 


Hosts    District    Dance 

Reported  by  Anna  Muller 


AN  the  first  Sunday  of  Novem- 
^-^  ber  little  Bruce  Herholdt  and 
Christiaan  Swart  were  blessed.  On 
her  eighth  birthday,  November  17, 
Georgina  Janse  van  Vuuren  was 
baptised.  On  November  30,  James 
Laidlaw  and  Charles  Swart  entered 
the  waters  of  baptism.  Congratula- 


tions to  all  these  lovely  children  and 
their  parents. 

Both  Brother  Harvey  and  Brother 
France-Brotherton  underwent  opera- 
tions this  month  and  are  well  on 
the  way  to  recovery.  Sister  Kitty 
Buys  is  in  the  Hendrik  Verwoerd 
Hospital  and  we  wish  her  a  speedy 
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recovery. 

Our  congratulations,  to  Berinda 
Fourie  and  John  Spear  on  their 
engagement. 

It  was  really  nice  to  see  Johannes 
van  Deventer  and  Robert  Moffitt. 
Both  are  in  the  military  service, 
but  came  to  Pretoria  for  a  week- 
end visit. 

A  successful  Beetle-drive,  in  aid 
of  funds  for  our  Scout  troop  was 
held   on    November    1 1 . 

The  Pretoria  Chapel  was  the 
venue  for  the  Thanksgiving  service 
of  the  American  community  on 
Thursday,  November  23.  This  ser- 
vice was  attended  by  President  and 
Sister  Badger.  A  photo  of  the 
American  Ambassador  and  Mrs. 
Rountree,  President  and  Sister 
Badger  and   some   of   our  mission- 


aries, taken  in  the  chapel,  appeared 
in  the  "Pretoria  News". 

Pretoria  was  host  for  the  MIA 
dance  this  month.  The  dance  was 
verv  well  attended  and  everybody 
had  a  good  time.  A  group  of  M1a 
girls,  under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Fijuki  Sakumo,  presented  a  Japa- 
nese dance.  Among  the  many  guests 
we  noticed  President  and  Sister 
Powrie,  President  Hugo  and  Bro- 
ther and  Sister  Milne. 

Relief  Society  held  their  closing 
social  on  November  30.  A  variety 
concert  was  presented  by  members 
of  the  Branch  and  friends.  We  were 
very  pleased  to  have  President  and 
Sister  Badger  and  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter de  Wet  with  us  on  this   occa- 


KRUGERSDORP 

Gets    Scouts    Rolling 

Reported  by  Vallerie  Hollis 

rpHE  ladies  of  the  Relief  Society  have  spent  a  very  busy  month.  Prepar- 
-■-  ing  for  the  sale  of  work,  which  has  been  set  for  December  sometime, 
has  been  just  one  of  the  many  projects  on  the  go. 

This  month  Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Banfield  had  the  wonderful  idea 
of  starting  Saturday  morning  picnics  and  these  have  been  a  roaring 
success. 

The  MIA  has  started  its  own  Scout  Pack  which  now  numbers  14. 
Brother  Frank  Banfield  and  Brother  Lorry  de  Jongh  are  in  uniform  and 
already  Leslie  Powrie,  Michael  Bibb,  Frances  Levy,  Arthur  and  Robert 
Oosthuizen  and  Eugene  Carter  have  successfully  passed  their  Tenderfoot 
badges   and  are   starting   on   their  next   goal. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  hear  that  little  Helen  Strydom  had  broken  her 
arm,  and  all  join  in  wishing  her  a  speedy  recovery. 


RAMAH  II 


Has    Bazaar    Money    Stolen 

Reported  by  Hope  Minne 


WE  know  that  Halloween  should 
be  held  October  31,  but  Ra- 
man II  held  theirs  November  2  and 
the  MIA  really  went  to  town  and 
had  a  good  time  with  pumpkins  lit 
up  from  the  inside  like  faces  and 
witches  overlooking  the  scene.  The 
M-Men  and  Gleaners  too  had  a 
good  week  doing  something  dif- 
ferent every  night. 


A  sad  tragedy  overcame  the  Re- 
lief Society  sisters  who  held  a  grand 
sale  of  fancy  goods,  cakes  and 
books  on  the  Town  Hall  steps  and 
then  had  all  their  takings  stolen  by 
a  smash  and  grab  assailant.  This 
was  a  most  terrible  blow  to  the 
sisters  as  they  had  taken  over  R100 
and  it  was  the  bulk  of  the  money 
towards  the  Christmas  gifts  to  the 
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poor  and  needy.  However,  our 
Branch  President  made  an  appeal 
to  the  members  at  Sunday  School 
to  give  something  to  make  up  the 
loss  and  we  hope  his  words  were 
not  in  vain.  Up  to  the  time  of  going 
to  press  it  looks  like  the  money  will 
all  come  in.  There  is  a  moral  to 
this  sad  story.  Do  not  put  your 
money  down  or  leave  it  unwatched 
for   one   second! 

We  had  another  most  enjoyable 
Ballet  Evening  this  month  and  we 
have  again  to  thank  Sister  Kitty 
Veale  for  all  her  trouble  and  work 
in  giving  us  this  wonderful  even- 
ing of  entertainment.  Every  item 
was  choice  and  everybody  there  was 
thrilled. 

The   Primary  gave  their  children 

RAMAH  I 


a  great  treat  at  the  Christmas  Par- 
ty. The  little  ones  had  a  grand  time 
with  games  and  lovely  presents. 
This  year  they  invited  10  children 
from  The  Hope  Convalescent  Home 
for  Children  to  the  party  and  I  am 
sure  these  handicapped  little  chil- 
dren were  overjoyed  to  come  and 
to  receive  such  lovely  presents  as 
the  Primary  children  provided  for 
them.  God  will  bless  our  little  ones 
for  this  kind  thought. 

On  November  8,  Allan  Benington 
was  baptised  into  the  Church  and 
we  welcome  him  as  a  full  mem- 
ber and  ask  God's  richest  blessings 
on  him.  He  was  baptised  by  his 
father,  President  Benington  and 
confirmed  by  Nevil  Kramer. 


Enjoys    Christmas    Party 

Reported  by  Pat  Bradley 

T3AMAH  First  Branch  is  indeed  very  happy  about  the  lovely  Fir  tree 
-^-*  planted  in  the  quadrangle  this  year.  The  first  to  enjoy  it's  coloured 
lights  and  tinsel  glow,  were  the  children  and  parents  of  the  Sunday  School 
who  were  entertained  with  a  little  play  Father  Christmas's  Workshop". 
Thereafter  all  gathered  outside,  the  children  to  receive  their  gifts  from 
"Father  Christmas",  (Brother  Dick  Bradley  ably  took  the  part),  and  then 
everyone  sampled  the  wonderful  array  of  goodies  provided  by  the  parents. 

President  Brian  Chater  invited  18  couples,  at  whose  wedding  he  was 
present,  to  a  get-together  at  Ramah  on  November  25  at  7.30  p.m.  for 
a  flashback  of  their  wedding  day,  on  film.  Each  couple  was  presented  with 
the  film  as  a  gift.  This  lovely  gesture  was  much  appreciated  by  the 
recipients. 

Primary  held  a  graduation  ceremony  on  November  27,  which  was  well 
attended  by  the  parents.  The  Lihoma  girls  presented  a  "Fashion  Fantasy" 
for  the  occasion. 


SPRINGS 


Relief    Society    Holds    Social 

Reported  by  Valerie  Keuning 


/^iUR  Scouts  and  Beehives  from 
^J    MIA,  have  had  a  lot  of  fun 

this  past  month.  Apart  from  their 
normal  activities  they  spent  a 
weekend,  Friday  and  Saturday. 
November  10  and  11,  camping  at 
Nigel  Dam.  The  boys  went  along 
on  Friday  evening  and  were  joined 
by  the  Beehive  girls  early  Saturday 
morning.  They  all  enjoyed  their 
day  in  the  open  in  spite  of  the  rain. 


The  M-Men  and  Gleaner  class 
from  MIA  held  a  very  successful 
car  rally  on  Tuesday,  November  28. 

We  would  like  to  welcome  Sister 
Emily  van  Rensburg  into  our 
branch,  and  hope  she  will  find  peace 
and  happiness  amongst  us.  Sister 
van  Rensburg  was  baptised  on  Mon- 
day.  November   27. 

The  Relief  Society  ladies  held 
their    closing    social    on    Thursday. 
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November  30.  It  was  a  lovely  even-  and  Sister  Victor  Jubber,  who  were 
ing,  with  all  the  sisters,  (and  some  assisted  by  Mrs.  Sunner.  The  Re- 
brothers  too)  receiving  gifts  from  lief  Society  sisters  in  Springs  are 
their  "Poliyanna's".  Apart  from  that,  a  very  happy,  close-knit  group  and 
the  curiosity  of  a  lot  of  sisters  was  we  hope  they  will  always  continue 
satisfied  when  they  discovered  who  this  way. 

their  "Pollyanna"  was  from  the  pre-  A  successful    cake   sale  was   held 

vious  year.   What  a  lot  of  fun  this  by    the    Relief    Society   during    the 

was.  We  were  also  favoured  with  a  past    month    and    thanks    go    to    all 

few  musical  numbers  from  two   of  those    who    helped    and    baked    to 

our  very  talented  members  Brother  make  this  possible. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 

Features    Treasure    Hunt 

Reported  by  Connie  de  Bruin 
\    TREASURE  hunt  followed  by  a  dance  was  the  highlight  of  Novem- 
-^*-      ber  for  the  Maritzburg  saints. 

The  treasure  hunt  was  great  fun  and  all  who  took  part  had  to  have 
their  wits  about  them  for  every  yard  of  the  20  mile  course.  This  event 
was  won,  by  Sister  H.   Rhodes  and  Brother  R.  Jee. 

The  dance  followed,  after  a  supper  of  jaffles  and  toasted  sandwiches. 
During  the  evening  the  saints  were  entertained  by  a  folk  singer  and  every- 
one voted  this  a  great  day.  The  proceeds  went  toward  the  building  fund. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  F.  Burghof  who  was  ordained  a  Priest  and 
to  Brother  Billy  Morrissey  and  Derick  Holmes  Jnr.,  who  were  ordained 
Teachers. 

Deepest  sympathy  to  Sister  S.  Sneeden  and  family  on  the  death  of 
her  mother,  Sister  E.  Winstone.  A  wonderful  person  who  is  sadly  missed 
by  her  friends  in  the  Maritzburg  Branch. 

With  Christmas  less  than,  a  month  away  the  branch  is  a  hive  of 
activity  in  preparation  for  the  various  services  and  the  much-awaited 
visit  from  Father  Christmas. 

The  branch  will  be  losing  the  Edmunds  family  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Brother  Lance  has  been  transfered  to  the  Transvaal  and  we  wish  to  extend 
our  best  wishes  to  them  in  their  new  home. 

SANTA  MAKES  APPEARANCE     (Continued  from  page  25) 

exceptionally  good  because  you  could  hear  and  see  the  General  Authorities 
as  though  it  were  true  life. 

A  week  later,  on  New  Years  Day,  the  Mission  Home  was  quiet  for 
most  everyone  except  Sister  Badger  and  Sister  Van  Zyl.  They  were  in  the 
kitchen  preparing  light  snacks  for  the  Open  House.  At  four  o'clock  the 
Mission  Home  was  opened  to  everyone  who  wished  to  come  and  visit 
and  look  around.  The  Elders  in  the  Mission  Home  served  as  guides  for 
anyone  wishing  to  see  just  what  the  inside  of  the  Mission  Home  looked 
like. 

Evervone  looked  happy  as  they  left  and  we  certainly  hope  this  is  the 
way  it  will  be  all  year. 

DEATHS 

DURBAN  PRETORIA 

WINSTONE,    Ethel    Grace    (Parkin)    died  on        »7lr,¥IC      c,  ir>  »    A-    ,     „    <>    u<> 

November    10     1967.  VI£U?S«i  '       "        (Gouws)    dled     December 

HICHENS,    William    Charles    Paul    died  on  2l-    lyb7- 

November   25,    1967.  damau  ww 

KRUGERSDORP  KAMAH  II 

SHAW,       George       Kenneth      Russell      died         SHAW,    Lilian    Beatrice    died    on    November 
November   6.    1967.  6,    1967. 
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MISSION  HOME  ACTIVITIES 

Santa  Makes  Appearance 

HO!  HO!  HO!  chuckled  the  red  faced,  white  bearded  old  man  as  he 
broke  tradition  and  came  down  the  stairs  instead  of  the  chimney. 
Lisa  was  overjoyed,  Santa  Claus  was  at  the  Mission  Home. 

Before  he  arrived,  there  was  plenty  of  activity.  Elder  Call  was  in 
charge  of  getting  a  tree  and  after  many  trips  around  to  the  various 
places  in  search  of  one,  he  finally  found  one  in  the  Mission  Home  back 
yard.  He  cut  it  and  set  it  up  in  the  front  room.  Sister  Badger,  along  with 
some  help  from  a  couple  of  other  people,  did  a  beautiful  job  of  decorating 
it.  After  finishing  witn  the  lights  and  tinsel  and  a  few  other  decorations, 
the  tree  looked  very  beautiful. 

The  Home  was  decorated  with  reindeer,  beautiful  Christmas  wreaths, 
and  two  large  bells.  These  made  the  Home  look  very  gay  and  added  to 
the  Christmas  Spirit. 

On  December  21,  the  Ramah  II  MIA  quietly  slipped  up  to  the  Mission 
Home  front  porch  and  started  carolling.  President  and  Sister  Badger  were 
overjoyed  to  hear  the  happy  Christmas  voices.  After  singing  carols  on 
the  porch,  they  came  in  and  sang  some  more  carols  while  sitting  on  the 
living  room  floor.  There  was  a  cool  drink  plus  a  lollypop  for  everyone. 
Andy  Morrison,  on  behalf  of  the  group,  wished  President  and  Sister  Badger 
a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year.  They  came  singing  and  lett 
doing  the  same. 

During  the  Holiday  Season  there  were  several  other  gatherings  at 
the  Mission  Home. 

On  Christmas  Eve  there  was  a  Family  Home  Evening  for  the  Mission 
Home  Staff  and  everyone  enjoyed  sitting  around  reminiscing  the  Christmas 
of  the  past.  There  was  a  real  Christmas  Spirit  in  the  Home,  one  that  made 
it  feel  like  nothing  in  the  World  could  go  wrong. 

The  Elders  from  the  Transvaal  all  gathered  at  Ramah  early  Christmas 
Day  to  play  sports.  Flag  football  was  played  at  Bezuidenhout  Park  and 
baseball  at  Kensington.  The  Elders  were  divided  into  four  teams.  Two 
teams  played  baseball,  while  the  other  two  teams  played  football.  Then 
they  changed  half  way  through  the  morning  and  played  the  other  sport 
until  noon.  By  noon,  everyone  was  either  sunburned  or  tired  so  everyone 
headed   for   the   chapel   to    shower. 

After  showering  everyone  went  to  the  Mission  Home  for  lunch. 
Sister  Badger  and  Sister  Van  Zyl  worked  very  hard  for  the  week  preceding 
Christmas  to  feed  35  hungry  Elders.  President  Wright  was  a  guest  at  the 
Home  for  the  day.  The  meal  placed  on  the  table  was  almost  more  than 
one  could  eat.  The  usuals,  turkey,  ham,  mashed  potatoes,  vegetables  of 
every  kind  were  superbly  prepared.  Ice  cream  with  several  different  kinds 
of  topping  was  really  the  right  ending  for  a  good  meal. 

A  programme  was  arranged  by  Elder  Cates  for  an  hour  or  so  in  the 
afternoon.  This  is  when  Santa  Claus  made  his  entrance.  Lisa  was  not 
the  only  one  that  was  excited.  Several  of  the  Elders  were  happy  to  see 
him  come  around  and  give  out  gifts  to  everyone.  Elder  Clawson  had  two 
very  delightful  games  ready  for  everyone.  To  finish  the  afternoon  of  fun 
there  was  a  large  pinata  hanging  from  the  tree  in  the  yard  of  the  Mission 
Home.  As  a  prize  for  winning  one  of  the  games,  the  Staff  was  given  the 
first  swing.  After  being  spun  around  and  getting  dizzy,  a  baseball  bat  was 
given  to  the  person  to  try  and  knock  a  hole  in  the  swing  bag  of  candy, 
wrapped  in  paper  mache'  —  blindfolded,  it  was  a  real  challenge.  Elder 
Cooper  finally  did  the  trick  and  everyone  got  their  fill  of  candy. 

After  visiting  for  a  while,  the  16mm  films  of  October  General  Con- 
ference  were   shown   to    all   those    who    wanted   to    stay.    The   films   were 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 

BLESSINGS 


KLERKSDORP 
KELLY,  Bronwen  blessed  November  5,   1967. 

KRUGERSDORP 
HORNABROOK,    Valerie    Elizabeth    blessed 
October  1.   1967. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
LARSSON,    Kirn    Roselee    blessed    November 
5,    1967. 


PORT  ELIZABETH 
VAN      ROOYEN.      Shaunna      Joy      blessed 
December  3,   1967. 

PRETORIA 
HERHOLDT,    Bruce    Linton    blessed   Novem- 
ber  5.    1967. 
SWART,  Christian   Friedrick  blessed  Novem- 
ber 5,    1967. 

SALISBURY 
NIELD,   Reeve   Allison    blessed    December   3, 
1967. 


BAPTISMS 


BELLVILLE 
GALLOWAY,     William    Ferdinand    baptized 

December   16,    1967. 
SIEMS,    Barbara    Joyce    baptized    September 

30.    1967. 
VAN    DER    POLL,    Johannes    baptized    Sep- 
tember   30.    1967. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 
BILLETT,    Colin    Derek    baptized    November 

18.    1967. 
BOTHA,   Madelein   Perie   baptized   November 

18.    1967. 
DRISKEI,  Paul  baptized  November  18,   1967. 

DURBAN 
TRUTER,    Margaret    Ellen    baptized    Novem- 
ber 25,    1967. 

KRUGERSDORP 
DELPORT,   Mark    David   baptized  November 
6,    1967. 


GREER,    Theodora    baptized    September    29, 

1967. 
GUEFFROY,      Roland      Frederick      baptized 
December  2.   1967. 

MOWBRAY 
TERBLANCHE,       Ettiene       Paul       baptized 
December   2,    1967. 

PRETORIA 
JANSEN-VAN  VUUREN,  Georgina  Andrew- 
line    baptized    November    17,    1967. 
LAIDLAW,  James  Winston  baptized  Novem- 
ber 30,  1967. 
SWART,    Charles    Edward    baptized    Novem- 
ber 30,  1967. 

SPRINGS 

JANSE-VAN        RENSBURG,        Emmerentia 

Fredrika    baptized    November    27.    1967. 


ORDINATIONS 


BELLVILLE 

BESTER.    Dirk    Daniel    Johannes    (Jnr.)    or- 
dained   a    Deacon    December    17,    1967. 

LOTTER,   Albert   ordained   an   Elder   Decem- 
ber 10,    1967. 

RICHARDS,     Theodore     ordained    an    Elder 
on    December    31,    1967. 

SIEMS,     Hendry     William    Charles    ordained 
a    Teacher    December    17,    1967. 

SIEMS,       Richard       Rodrick      ordained      an 
Elder    December    10.     1967. 

SIEMS,    Ronald    Desmond    Brian   ordained    a 
Deacon    December    17.    1967. 

SMITH,   Frank   Ernest  ordained   an  Elder  on 
December    10.    1967. 

VAN     DER     POLL,     Johannes     ordained     a 
Deacon    December    17.    1967. 
DURBAN 

KELLY,  Michael   Sydney  ordained   a  Deacon 
December  3,   1967. 


WINSTANLEY.  Percy  E.   A.   (Jnr.)  ordained 
an    Elder    December    3.    1967. 
KRUGERSDORP 
VAN    WYK,    Gideon    Jakobus    Roelof    Cor- 
nelius   ordained    a    Priest    on    October    29. 
1967. 

MOWBRAY 
MACFARLANE,    Neville    ordained    a    Priest 
November   26,    1967. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
BERGHOF.      Frans     William     Anthony     or- 
dained   a    Priest    October    22,    1967. 
MORRISSEY,    William    Graham    ordained    a 
Teacher    November    26,    1967. 

SALISBURY 
SCHONNBERG,     Gavin     ordained     a     Priest 
November   26,    1967. 


MARRIAGES 


BELLVILLE 
STOREY,      Alice      Bessie     married      SIEMS. 
Richard    Rodrick    on    November    18.    1967. 
DURBAN 
SCHECKLE,      Mavis      Gwendoline      married 
COATES,   William  on   December   15.    1967. 
TAYLOR.    Alice    married   SMITH,    Cornelius 
Andrew    II    on    December    15,    1967. 
KRUGERSDORP 
SHIPMAN,  Evelyn  married  POYURS,   David 
Maurice    on    September    30,    1967. 


PORT  ELIZABETH 
O'EHLEY,  Audrey  Estelle  married 

CHARSLEY,     Beauford    John    on    Decem- 
ber 9.    1967. 

RAMAH  I 
GRADWELL,       Rachel       Theresa       (Bracey) 
married     BARBER.     Gary     Hamilton     on 
September    16,    1967. 
ROBINSON,         Brenda        Louisa        married 
ELLISH,   Brian  T.  D.   on  October  7,    1967. 
(DEATHS  —  See  page  24) 
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COVER  FEATURE 

THE  TEMPLE  1968 

GOD  has  put  us  here  upon  the  Earth  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  as 
Latter-day  Saints  we  understand  this  purpose  is  to  gain  a  body  and 
to  learn  to  keep  God's  commandments.  The  reason  for  this  process  being, 
those  who  have  proven  themselves  worthy  will  have  the  tremendous  oppor- 
tunity of  living  with  God.  To  make  it  possible  to  return  to  him,  God  has 
given  us  certain  things  to  do  which  we  call  ordinances,  such  as  baptism, 
confirmations,  etc.  Also  among  these  ordinances  are  found  temple  ordin- 
ances, such  as  baptism,  confirmation,  etc.  /\lso  among  these  ordinances  are 
found  temple  ordinances,  some  of  which  are  Celestial  Marriage,  our 
personal  endowments  or  covenants  with  the  Lord.  All  these  things  and 
many  more  are  absolute  necessities  to  obtain  exaltation  in  the  kingdom 
of  our  Father,  anl  yet  so  many  people  of  the  world  do  not  even  realise 
that  the  necessities  such  as  baptism,  confirmation  and  temple  work  exist 
although  it  is  nothing  new.  Temple  work  has  been  going  on  as  we  know  it 
today  for  approximately  2,958  years  since  Solomon  built  the  first  temple 
to  the  Lord  in  990  B.C. 

There  are  two  major  reasons  why  we  then  go  to  the  temples.  One  is 
to  take  our  own  endowments  and  covenants,  and  the  other  is  to  perform 
these  and  other  ordinances  for  the  dead  who  have  not  received  the 
opportunity  to  do  these  things  for  themselves  while  they  were  upon  the 
earth. 

Sometimes  we  do  not  realise  the  full  importance  of  taking  care  of 
these  ordinances,  and  thus  we  procrastinate  doing  them.  To  realise  their 
importance  let  us  consider  them  individually.  First,  work  for  ourselves, 
starting  at  the  first  we  must  consider  the  ordinance  of  baptism,  we  find  that 
it  is  impossible  to  gain  salvation,  without  it.  (John  3  :  5).  And  in  reference 
to  obtaining  the  highest  degree  of  glory,  which  requires  Celestial  Marriage, 
the  Lord  said,  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  except  ye  abide  my  law 
ye  cannot  attain  this  glory."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  132:21).  Is  there 
any  doubt  then  as  to  the  importance  of  going  to  the  temple  as  soon  as 
possible  to  have  these  very  important  ordinances  performed?  Second,  work 
for  our  dead.  In  the  first  place  we  have  realised,  or  should  realise,  the 
importance  of  having  this  work  taken  care  of  for  ourselves  and  thus  attain 
the  highest  degree  of  glory,  but  in  Paul's  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  he  made 
it  clear  that  our  ancestors  cannot  be  made  perfect  without  us,  (Hebrews 
1 1  :  40).  This  means  simply  that  their  salvation  depends  upon  our  doing 
their  temple  work  for  them.  However,  this  thing  works  conversely  also 
meaning  that  we  without  them  cannot  be  made  perfect,  as  it  is  clearly 
pointed  out  by  the  Lord  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  128  :  15.  In 
other  words,  our  hearts  must  literally  by  turned  to  our  fathers  and  theirs 
must  be  turned  to  us  since  neither  can,  be  saved  without  the  other.  In 
Malachi  4:5-6,  we  know  that  Elijah  the  prophet  was  to  come  to  the 
earth  to  "turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  children  and  the  hearts  of 
the  children  to  their  fathers",  and  we  as  Latter-day  Saints  have  the  know- 
ledge that  this  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled  and  this  great  work  has  begun. 
This  should  be  reason  enough  in  itself  to  convince  the  most  sceptical  of 
the  importance  of  doing  temple  work,  "lest  I  come  and  smite  the  earth 
with  a  curse".  Apparently  Elijah  was  given  the  keys  to  the  temple  work 
especially  for  the  dead,  when  he  was  upon  the  earth  the  first  time.  We 
hear  of  Elijah's  greatness  around  873  B.C..  which  makes  it  plain  to  see 
why  he  was  given  the  keys  of  this  work,  as  he  was  doubtlessly  connected 
with  this  work  in  the  first  temple  that  was  built  to  the  Lord.  It  is  for  this 
reason,  that  he  came  back  in  1836  and  began  the  great  work  which  we  are 
obliged  to  carry  out  as  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION 


(chapels     and     H leetiag    [PL 


Lsape 

MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

Main  Road,  Mowbray. 

Phone  6-4459   or  69-8718. 
BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Masonic  Hall,  Talent  Street, 

Parow. 
EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Chapel,   Belgravia   Cresent, 

East  London. 
PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Chapel,   40  Prospect   Road, 

Walmer,   Port   Elizabeth. 
KIMBERLEY    BRANCH 

4     Harvey     Street,     Rhodesdene, 

Kimberley. 

I iatal 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Chapel,   144  Silverton  Road, 
Durban. 
PIETERMARITZBURG  BRANCH 
Chapel,  321  Alexander  Road, 
Pietermaritzburg. 

(y range    <yree    State 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Chapel,  end  of  Voortrekker  Road, 
Bloemfontein. 
Phone  8-0702. 
WELKOM  BRANCH 
Chapel,  Cor.  Othello  Road  & 
Peter  Cresent,  St  Helena. 


C/n 


A 


CARLETONVILLE  BRANCH 

Chapel,  No.  2  Bluebell  St. 

Carletonville. 
EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Bountiful  Chapel,  115  Woburn 

Ave.  Opp.  Town  Hall,  Benoni. 

Phone  54-8651. 
GERMISTON  BRANCH 

c/r  Sinclair  and  Webber  Roads, 

(P.O.  Box  2093,  Primrose) 

Lambton,  Germiston. 


aces 


KLERKSDORP  BRANCH 

Chapel,  No.   6  Sport  Street, 

Flamwood,  Klerksdorp. 
KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Ensign  Chapel, 

62  Paul  Kruger  Drive, 

Monument    Township, 

Krugersdorp. 

Phone  664-4164. 
PRETORIA    BRANCH 

Deseret  Chapel,  110  Devenish 

Street,   Sunnyside,   Pretoria. 

Phone  4-6932. 
RAMAH  FIRST  &  SECOND 
BRANCHES 

Ramah  Chapel,  1  Hunter  Street. 

Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

Phone  24-2525  or  24-3669. 
SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Chapel,  23  Eleventh  Street. 

Springs. 

Phone  56-7191. 
VEREENIGING   BRANCH 

Chapel,  42  Grey  Avenue, 

Vereeniging. 

Phone  642-1390. 


uxhodesia 

BULAWAYO    BRANCH 

Chapel,   Matopas   Road, 

Bulawayo. 
SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Chapel,  27 A  Enterprise  Road, 
Highlands,    Salisbury. 
MIDLANDS  BRANCH 

Red  Cross  Hall,  Windsor  Avenue, 
Gwelo. 


<£>ambm 

COPPERBELT   BRANCH 
Chapel,  Westminister  Drive, 
Kitwe,  Zambia. 

LUSAKA   BRANCH 

318  Independence  Avenue, 
(US/A,  ID.,  P.O.  Box  1352) 
Lusaka,  Zambia. 
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